* 


Y * th. * * * F 2 , 1 
A U „ * — 
w - ge" = 2, "Bo 
wo 7 n rern 
* — 1 
„40 a 4 
7 "— 
* , a „ - 
, 4 
Bs 4 7 P r 
a > —_—_ 
+ FT = 
— — ” 2 Ws * 
* - 
F A.. [4 p - FS 
F 4 - * 
= 
* 
* 
* 


S ER MON 


PREACHED in the 


> 
* 


Cathedral Church of S Paul's, | 
£4 Tal” 


ANNUAL MEE TING 


| OF THE 4 
Jons of the CLERGY,| 


On Tuusspar February 5. 1738. 


4 
1 . 
; 


— 8 _ 
—_——_. ac. Aa ww ww ee i — enn 
— rr 


Arch · Deacon of WINCHESTER © 


By RALPH BRI DE OAK E, B. D. 


LONDON: 


Printed by None IAuEs (a Clergyman's Son) for Ri en 
WitttansoN, at Grays-Im-Gate in Holborn. Mc | 


2 — P LELE TS * he — or 7 l 
- N — | 
- 98 . — 
ry ” 4 2 4a . a. _— ” PRE.” - o * - 
hs — — * 1 
” 
» * : 
* - 
—. 1 
A 
: 8 
4 
» 
A : 
5 
7 
* » 
— . 1 
W _— . 4 . 
[1 . 5 . - ; 
. . 
. 
” Ts 7 
ny 


„ „ „ 


1 "3 A 
. * L * ' 0 
* * 
. 1 * au. 1 3 
- 
* 
7 
* 
, : * 
. p 
# * * 
0 — 
* 
% 
7 e 
L N 4 9 A 


PO. 


_ 
5 


| ; 
. 
: * -- ” - 
* 
"4 o 
* | | 
3 - — in _ * — 
0 4 , , s 
6 * nd - 
; ” 
4 * 
- . 6 
- 
- . ' 
: * 
” 
” 1 l 4 
>. 
1 | 
: : - R 
+ 
* 
— - 7 n 
gs <p" 2 a ke * — 
- 7 
4 5 ; 
4 * K p * . Ra 1 
% * << > - — — 
2 
0 
* 
* » 2 i 
* 
G * 
» . « 
— 
0 
* 
* 
: FR 
. - 1 
* I k = 
x A A 
4 * 
* 
„ 2 %. * ny * 
„ 1 
” 4 
* 
? r 9 4 * 
N # 
I 
” þ : 
* % , | 
* * ol - * ; 
— 
| * 
. * " 
q # % - . " _ 9 
; eq -* . + vs 8 
* 4 = 94 - * ; _ : 
a is +.4 * - 4 - 
- * . - 9 . - . 3 1 8 4 
” : ; 
. 2 9 * 
2 ” i 2 „ 0 * = * 1 N 1 


3 XX = 
— * 
# 


1 4 V4 Y 
% » ? 8 - « : 
= = 
- 
* 
* * ja . « 
% F "I. ; : a 0 
' a | „ — z 1 
» * - — - # . 
2 3 4 
K S = * 8 
0 
. 
2 p 
. 
y : * - 9 
p a y 
2 1 o : \ L ; . FP + : 3 4 
** * . - . < * * þ 


— „ 2 „ . = .* * . * 


T O 


The Reverend Robert Kilborn, LL. D. 
The Reverend Thomas Spateman, MM. A. 
The Reverend Thomas Kynaſton, B. A. 
The Roverend Woolley Johnſon, M. 4. 


W den rn And to the Worthy. - xs 
John cock an, M. PD. | William din gow 8 
Timothy Brecknock, Eſp, ] Henry Prude, G r. 
William Spinkes, Eſq; Seth Gibſon, Gent. 
Francis Welles, Gent. James Ruſſel, Gent. 


S TEwARDsS for the late FIAT of the SONS of the CLERGY. 


GENTLEMEN, 


HE Meanneſs of the Performance I now preſent you with, 
is too plain a Proof of the little Knowledge you had of + 
me, and how ill. a Choice you made of an Advocate for 
your Poor Widows and Orphans, who has been able to do 
them ſo wery little Serwice. 

My Unfirneſs for the Buſmeſs you found for me, had been 
Rea ſon ſufficient to decline it; but it being a Work ef | 
Charity, (which is vated nm the good Intention, rather | 

than the Skill of the Workman) could not excuſe myſelf - 
from caſting my Mime mo this An, (when it was the - 
moſt I had to give} + others of greater Suf- - 
ficiency have and oui, a of their Abundance, throw - 


in much more largely to it. 


Tou will think (and very Juſtiy) that the Preſent of a 
Ting 4 þ * 4 lac, is not worth your * 


— 
— 


— —— — . = 


u. 
A110 


But you 2 principally — in bringing it into the 
World, might reaſonably expełt to have it ſent you, and I 
as reaſonably hope that you will take to it. And tho 
the Author (to ſave his Credit) might wiſh to | have his 
Name concealed ; yet, to avoid the Impuration of 1 ngratitude, 
he thimks bimſelf obliged (whatever he ſuffers) to take this 
Opportunity of thanking you for the good (tho miſtaken) 
Opinion you have of him, which if be has not already 
forfeited, by complying uith your Requeſt, he will not loſe 


by any * Lind Aliobehaviour in, | 
| 61 ENTLEM : _\ 
Your moſt refpedtful, 


and moſt: obedient Servant, 


b „ K. BRIDBOALE, 


S ER MON 
| PREACHED before the ; 
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z KINGS IV. 7. latter Part of the Verſe, | 


And he ſaid, Go ſell the Oil, and pay thy Debt, and live 
thou — thy Children of the reſt, 


\HESE are the Words which the prophet 
Eliſha ſpake to a poor diſconſolate Woman, 
who having newly loſt her Husband, and 
being then upon the point of having her two Sons taken 
from her, to make Satisfaction for a Debt which her Huſ- 
band had contracted in his Life-time, cried to the Pro- 
phet in the Bitterneſs of her Soul, and ſo touch d his 
Heart with the Account ſhe gave him of her unfortunate 
Circumſtances, that he call'd in Aid to her from Heaven, 
and gave her that preſent Relief by a Miracle, which ſhe 


cou! not have had fo foon in another way. 


Having made Choice of what happen'd Ml to "i 


cis * Widow, for the Foundation of What I ſhall. 


A SERMON preached Tefore ne 


ſpeak upon at this Time, I beg Leave to open her Caſe 
to you ſomewhat more fully. _ | 
We ate told in this Chapter, that the Husband of this 


unfortunate Woman was the Son of a Prophet, and 


| Verſe 1. 


very probably of the Tribe of Levi, (of which Tribe 


moſt of the Prophets were) who being devoted to, and 


retain'd in God's Service, acquitted himſelf in it with 
that Faithfulneſs and Diligence, as to acquire the Repu- 
tation of one that feared the Lord; for the Truth of 
which Character, the poor Widow appeal'd to the Pro- 
phet himſelf: But it ſo happen d, either from the ſlen- 
der Income which this Son of the Prophet had to live 
on, or from ſome Misfortune which befell him, that 
he had unhappily contracted a Debt; for the Payment of 
which (to make his Creditor eaſy) he had been obliged 


to make over his two Sons (which God had bleſs'd him 


with) as a farther Security. After the Debt was thus 


ſecured, the good Man paſs d the Remainder of his Life 
unmoleſted, making a hard Shift to ſubſiſt himſelf and 
his Family; but utterly unable to diſcharge his Debt. So 
ſoon therefore as the Son of the Prophet was dead, the 
Creditor ſeiz d on his Effects, and threaten'd the poor, 


Widow to take away her two Sons (the only Comforts 


ſhe had left) for Bond · Men, if what was ſtill owing to 
him was nor forthwith paid. a 
-- Under theſe miſerable Circumſtances the Widow haſted: 


to the Prophet Bliſia, and opening to him her unhappy 


Verſe 2. 


Condition, ſo ſtruck him with the {ad Relation, that 
he preſently ask'd her, What ſbe would have him do for 
hey f And the poor Woman being at a Loſs what to 
ay, he again ask d her what Goods her Husband's Cre- 


ditor 


een the SONS of th CLERGY, 


ditor had left her; and when ſhe told him the had no- 
thing in her Houſe bur a little Pot of Oil, he, bid her 
borrow of all her Neighbours as many empty Veſſels as 
| the could; and carrying them into her Houle, order d 
her to pour out of the Pot of Oil ſhe had left, till all 
were full: And ſo ſoon as the poor Widow (doing as 
ſhe was order d) to her great Aſtoniſhmene found what 
a large Quantity of Oil ſhe had, ſhe went back to the 
Prophet tranſported with Joy, to know of him what 
was to be done with the Oil which he furniſh'd her with 
after ſo miraculous a manner; when the good Prophet 
ſpoke to her in the Words of the Text, Go ſell the Oil, 
and pay thy Debt, and live thou and thy Children of the reſt. 
Such was the unhappy Condition of this poor Wi- 
dow, and her Children; and ſuch was the preſent Relief 
which the Prophet thought fit ro give her. And the 
Caſe of thoſe poor Widows and Orphans whole Caule I 
ſtand here ro plead, reſembling in ſo many Particalars 
theirs of whom I have been ſpeaking, r oO) 
I ſhall beg Leave to obſerve to you in the firſt-place, 
the ſeveral Articles of Miſery which both theit Caſes are 
compounded with; to excite your Pity and Compaſſion. 
And when your Hearts are touch d with the fad Ac-, 
count I ſhall give you of their miſerable  Circumi- 
ſtances, I ſhall beg Leave to open unto. you that Mes 
thod of Charity contrived for their Relief, which we 


are come hither to promote; and ſhall preſs you roallth : 
in making it effectual to the Purpoſe” intended, from 


ſuch Motives and Conſiderations as ariſe from, and ate 
ſuited to, the ſeveral Titles and Characters of thoſe who 
compoſe this religions and illuſtrious Aſſemb l. 


B 2 Firſt 
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A SEPRRMON preached before 


' Firſt then, to beſpeak your Pity. and Compaſien tc to 
"theſe poor Widows and Orphans; I ſhall obſerve the ſe- 
veral Heads and Articles of Mifery which are found in 
their Caſe in common with theirs whom the Prophet 
reliev d. 

And the firſt Article iof Miſery 1 wall 8 to 
beſpeak your Compaſſion, is my viz. That they are 
poor ' Widows and Orphans, Perſons that are always 
reckon d to ſtand in the firſt Rank of Mifery. For who 
ſo miſerable as thoſe who are bereft of their only Support 
and Comfort; of thoſe who were the Stay of their 
Lives, and the Joy of their Hearts > The Souls of ſuch 
miſerable People were — up with the Souls of their 
 Husbands, and Fathers; when they were taken 
away from them, they were no other than dead, baving 
loſt thoſe who. held their Souls in Life, and om whom 
they had all their Living. 

N Widows and Orphans are, in God's Account; 
fo extremely Miſerable, that he ſtyles. himſelf the God 
of the Eatheileks, and Widow ; they being thoſe who 
want his Help the moſt, ind for whom he is moſt _ 
| cularly concern d. 

r the Law, the poor Widows: . a n in 
; " Offerings of the Lord; and being taken for a Part 
of his Family, were ſubſiſted from the Altar, and at 
God's Expence, as his Houſhold Servants were: And 
under the Goſpel (that great Law of Mercy) particular 
Care has been taken * poor Widows from the earlieſt. 
Times; ſuitable; Portions. of the Weekly Collections 

having check conſtantly aſſign d them for their Support, 
as was done to the other Seryans of Chriſt that miniſtred 


FP Tl . 
J : " in 


the SONS of the C LER GY. 5 
in holy Things. And there was an Order of Men which 


was inſtituted very early, and is ſtill ſtanding in the 
Church of Chriſt, whoſe proper Buſineſs it was, to 
take Care of the poor Widows, and to ſee that they 
were not neglected in the daily Miniſtration. In truth, 4a; vi. x: 
the Care of poor Widows and Orphans was thought ſo 
eſſential a Part of Primitive Chriſtianity, that S*. Janes, 
in the compendious Account he gives of it, when hie 
comprixes it in two Articles, makes this of Mercy to 
the Widow and the Fatherleſs, one of them. For he 
tells us, that Pure Religion, and undefiled before God and pam iar 
the Father, is thit; to viſit the Fatherleſs and Widows in 
their Affliction, and to keep himſelf unſpotted from the World. 
The Second Article of Miſery obſervable in the Caſe 
of theſe poor Widows and Orphans,. to excite your Piry 
and Compaſſion, is this, viz. That they are the poor 
Widows and Orphans of the Cler yx. 
The poor Widow for whom the Prophet was pleas'd to 
expreſs ſuch a particular Concern, was the Widow of a 
Son of a Prophet, of one who had paſsd his: Life in 
God's Service, and who therefore had a juſt Claim to 
haye himſelf and his Family ſubſiſted in a way ſuitable 
to the Honour of the great Maſter they ſerv d, and tor 
the Importance of their Service; it being no ſmall, 
Affront to God and Religion, to have their Work un- 
dervalued, and his Servants Beggars. And if it was a. 
Shame to ſuffer thoſe who ſeryd God, ander chat Cove; 
nant, and. ho bore Relation to them, to be expoſed to 
Want, and to be a Diſcredit to the Service and Work they: 
were _— in; it is certainly a much greater Re- 
proach, to have the Miniſters of à much better Co- 
a nant,. » 


1 SD RMON preached before 


| Harit, and a far more pracious Diſpenſation, paſs unre- 
warded, wirhout having ſuch a ſuitable Recompence for 
their Labours, as miphr t keep both themſelves and their 
Families from Want. For the greater the Mercy is, 
the greater Regard ought to be had to thoſe who are 
the Inſtruments in conveying and applying it to Man- 
kind; and it is a high Indignity to Chriſt, to ſuffer 
thoſe to whom be has committed the Word of Recon- 
ciliation, and who, in his Name, beſeech Men to be 
reconciled to God, to be ſo lightly eſteem'd, as to want 
thoſe Conveniencies which are due to them who lerye in 
the meaneſt Offices of Lifſe. 

The poor Widows and Orphans I am pleading for; are 
Poor of Chriſts making, and claim your Pity and 
Compaſſion for his. lake, in whoſe Set vice their Huſ- 
bands and Fathers were ſo ill ww as ro leave their Fa- 
milies Beggats. y 

For it was their Lot to be dopotited to ſuch Cds as 
did not affotd a competent Maintenance for them and 

' their Houſholds; their Incomes being fo very ſmall, as 
made it utterly impracticable for them to live on them. 

To make you fully ſenſible of this, I need only tell 
you, chat atleaſt 2500 of the Cures of this Kingdom, in 
the ſerving of which the Cler y are employ d, are found 
not to amount to the'yearly Value of ten Pounds; a Sum 
not ſufficient to ſupport the Families of thoſe who drudg d 

in — Oflces of Life, and no way ſuited to their 
ROT ho, in virtue of their high Office and the 
Sucrednels of their Characters, Mare to live in Credit and 


* 171 731 
* Thi Curing bf 1 Church, and. the Statutes of the baile, forbid the Clergy 0 
follow any Secular Buſtuels or Occupation: 


* 11 | | | Repu- 


Reputation, and are precluded from all ocher Helps to ſab. 


fiſt them, but ſuch as their poor Churches afford. 

That fo many Churches of this Kingdom are fo meanly 
provided for, is owing to Papal Tyranny and Uſurpation, 
and to that Spoil it made of the Tythes and other Revenues 
of the Parochial Clergy. And it was but a neceſſary Piece 
of Policy, when the Secular Clergy were ſtripp'd of a com- 

tent Maintenance to ſubſiſt Fir Families, that they 
ſhould be obliged to have none, and hinder'd from railing 
up a Generation of Beggars. But when the State of 

Religion in this Kingdom was brought back to its original 
Model, and the Clergy were allow'd their natural Right 
of Marrying, it was highly meet, that they thould allo 
have then been reſtored to their ancient Inheritance; 
and that together with the Leave given them of taking 
to themſelves Wives, and of raiſing up Families, they 
ſhould alſo have been enabled to keep and maintain them. 
And whatever Reaſons of State there were at the Time 
of the Reformation to hinder the Patrimony of the Cler- 
gy from reverting to its * right Owners, the Alienation 
of ſo large a Part of it is a fore Evil which lies heavy 
upon the Kingdom, and has been attended with ſuch un- 
happy Conſequences to Religion, as the Wiſdom of che 
Nation is highly concern d, both in Juſtice and Honour, 
to fingiome Cure ſ t.. bn i 

The Heart of our late gracious Queen was ſo deeply 
affected with the low and mean Condition of her poor 
Clergy, t chat ſhe was pleas d to part with a conſiderable 

The Number of the Churches in England appropriated, n found/to/ be 3600, 


which is more than a Third Part gf the Whole. | "=" 
+ Queen Anne did, by AR of Parliament, grant the Revenue of Firſt-Fruits . and 


Tenths (amounting to about 15000 fer Ann.) in Augmentation of the Maintenance 
of the poor Clergy, © 
1 Branch 


* 


A EMO Ne preached before 
Branch of her Revenue for their better Support; Fa the” 


great Council of the Nation was alſo pleas'd to concurr 


with her in making that Grant perpetual. And tho 


this very ſignal Bounty of the Queen and her Parliament 
to the poor Clergy is accepted with all Thankfulneſs, 
and will be remember d to their great Honour; yet fo 


wide, and ſo heavy is the Calamity which this Bounty 


was deſign d to relieve, that ſome Ages mult pals, be- 
fore the poor Clergy of this Nation will be rais'd by it 


into a Condition ſuitable to their Characters, and have 
their Families ſecured from Want. 


Till that Time comes, the Widows and Orphans of 


the poor” Clergy will, want an Advocate to ſpeak for 
them; and the rather, becauſe the Sacredneſs of their 
Husbands Function, and the Dignity of their Character, 


having rais d them above the ſervile Offices of Life, and 
render d them both unapt to Labour, and unable to bear 


che Toil and Fatigue; the Condition into which they 


are fallen, is become the more Helpleſs from the Height 


it had; and having not been inured to any laborious. 
Work, nor capable of doing it, they are under the un- 


happy Neceſſity of begging for a Livelihood for theme, 
felves and their Children. 

. Another Particular ablarble i in & Caſe of theſe poor 
Widows and Orphans, which beſpeaks your Pity and 
Compaſſion to them, is this, That their Husbands and 
Fathers were diligent and faithſul in rhe Diſcharge of their 
Miniſtry as the Son of the Prophet was, and might, with 


did. 


a Ws $7: : 7 : * 
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great en = yon be 13 to fear the Lord a 28 he 


\ the SONS of the CLERGT. 
The Husbands of thoſe Widows for, whoſe. ſake this 


kind Proviſion was firſt made, were Perſons of exem- 
plary Piety and Integrity; for this Teſtimony is given 
of them in the Royal Charter of Incorporation, when it 
ſays, „That in Conſideration of the great Sufferings of 
e the Clergy for their Loyalty, the Prince, then upon the 
e Throne, was pleas d to ſhew that Mark of his Royal Fa- 
ce your to their Widows and Children. The Clergy of 
that Age were diſtinguiſh'd by their Zeal for their moſt 
Holy Religion, and for their Fidelity to their Prince. 
The Fear of the Lord had taken deep Root in them, and 
ſhew'd itſelf by an uniform Obedience, and firm Con- 
ſtancy of Mind under that barbarous and ctuel Trear- 
ment which they met with; for the Sake of it, durin 
the long Courſe of the Preſperous Rebellion: And coul 
they have been prevail d with to have fear d the Lord les, | 
they need not have been ſequeſtred, plunder d, impriſon d. 
and driven from- their own Homes, 28 it was \thethard — |} 
Fate of thoſe that fear'd the Lord: in thoſe Days, to be. | 
Nor has the Fear of the Lord been peculiar to the Qlergy 
of that Age only; fer in all ſucceętling Reigns, they 
have diſtinguiſh'd themſelves hy contending earneſtly for 
Apoſtolical Doctrines and Inſtitutions, and for che Faith 
geliver d to the Saints, and by their, unſhaken Fidelity g 
che rg won. 4 d yet af Bat 4150619 of 
I may have Leave to appeal to you, my Fathers and 
Brethren, as the poor Widow did to the Prophet, and ſay, 
That ye. yourſelves know that the poor Clergy of, this 
Nation haue and do fear the Lord; chey are a devout, 


humble, diligent, induſtrious, and contented Order u. 


„ 
® + . : 
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Mer, and many of them; for their Knowledge, Learn- 
ing, and great Abilities, deſerving of the higheſt Ho- 
nours in the Church. The ill Terms they are in with 
the World, their very Poverty is 2 Proof of their In- 
tegtity, anck of their fearing! the Lord; for did they 
fear Men, and make it 2 * Study to pleaſe ect, 
they would find better Uſage from * And one 
Reaſon of that Neglect which the World ſhews: them * 
becauſe they are in a different Intereſt, ſerve another 
. and make it their Endeavour to pleaſe him. 
This Inference may be thought to carry an Air of 
7c Severity in it, ad to paſs a hard: One upon the 
World; but it is an Inference of our Saviour's own. 
making, when ſpeaking to his Apoſtles, and telling 


them What they were e e from the World, 
bo. e Sober kee 1 the: World, the. 


—— ng 4 n ee 2 
ie World; "but T ae 
me ere thi! Work! bade, on. 
h Love of God ind! of: he peeing . 
Aude e ſetving, and pleas 
bent Boll Aid therefore) as ſuch as are in 
Grace With the World, have Reaſon to ſuſpect "that 
re in ne predt degree of Favour with God; ſo On 
the other hand, it may be reaſonably inferred, chat 
they Wo are at Enmity with che World, ow in 
endffit with RE 10 
> ſeveral- Particulars 1. age asse to 
we Four. Pity and Compaſſion td tlie Por Widows" 
1s Lens plevding * ate common to 1 
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and to the Widow and Orphan who made their Suit 
to the Prophet Elia: They are both of them Wi- 
dows and Orphans of the poor Clergy, and of ſuch 
Clergy as fear d the Lord; but there is one Article ſtill 
_ that is peculiar to thoſe for whom I now-plead, 
this, That there are Many of them, and that 
dy their Caſe is more deplorable than thar 
of the Iſraelite was: She cry'd to the Prophet for: her- 
ſelt and her two Sons only, being rms. in Number; 
but I cry unto you for more than ſo many Thouſands, 
there being above Eight Hundred. Widows, and Three 
Thouſand Orphans, that want your Piry and Compaſ- 
fion ; ſuch a Multitude of indigent 8 ſeem to 
ſtand in need of a Miracle for their Relief, and for 
whom you may as teaſonably expect to find Bread in 
the Wilderneſs, as in a Land where the Way of Truth 
n and the Love of nan , o 
very cold. | 
T Hundred P eng [1 Brokd:r ie — | 
cient! for them, — every 2 lof them may H 
little; and whence then muſt we hope to get Bread) 
enough to ſubſiſt them all, and to preſerve them from 
periſhing ith- Hun That there is fauch ia Hoſt!.of 
B [to be ſubſiſt ſted is a Conſideration: chat makes 
their Caſe extremely pitiable, N highty deleving ”_ 


moſt compaſſionate” Regard. 115 % wit 
And now that 1 have gone Das al dee Tepids 
Widows 24nd Or- 


that beſpeak your Pity to theſe (poor! 
phans, you ate (I am perſuaded). ready to ask me with 
th Prophet, What ſhall we de for chem ; Whar Me- "I 


(can be found to ſet them at Eaſe 2 
18 And 


A SERMON preached 'befo 


And was there a Prophet among us, the quickeſt Me- 
ad. that could be taken for their Service, would be to 
— 4 him to open the Fountain of Oil which ran here- 
tofore with ſo full a: Stream, and furniſh them with 
ſuch a Plenty of it, as would anſwer all their preſent 
and future Wants: But alas the Prophets are dead 
and there is no Elia to be found! All Hope of ſuc- 
couring chem by Miracle is vain; the only Proſpect there 
is of doing it, is from the ordinary Methods of God's 
Providence, by ſuch charitable Benevolence, as the Hearts 

of Chriſtians, who have a Fellow- feeling of their Mi- 
ſeries, are willing and able to give them. | 
Give me Leave therefore, in the ſecond alice, to 
open unto you that Method of Charity which has been 
deviſed for the Support of theſe poor Widows and 
Orphans, and which we ate come hither this Day to 
promote. And then ſuffer me to preſs you to aſſiſt 
in making it effectual for the purpoſe intended, from 
ſuch Motives and Conſiderations, as ariſe from, aud are 
ſuited to, the ſeveral Titles and Characters o thoſe who. 
compoſe this illuſtrious and religious Aſſembly : 
More chan Fifty Vearz are now paſt, ſince chis cha- 
Sub Deſign of making: Proviſion for the Poor Wi- 
dos and Orpbans ef che Glergy/as geſt ler on ot. 
* The King then upon the Throne, out of his 
Princely Compaſſion to them, whole. Misfortunes were 
chiefly owing to what their Husbands and Fathers had 
ſuffer 1 in; Frmiy adhering co a 
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Intereſts of the Church and of the Crown, was gra- 
ciouſly pleas'd to eſtabliſh a Corporation, which might 
ſtand with an open Hand to receive the Charity of {uch 
as were ready to contribute to their Relief: And bleſſed 
be God, who put it into the Heart of the King to con- 
trive ſuch a way of railing a Fund of Charity, and 
of having ſuch a Diſpoſition made of it, as might be 
molt beneficial to thoſe for whom it was rais d. 
When this general Reſervoir for theſe poor Widows 
and Orphans was made, the Streams of Charity ran ſo 
freely into it, as ſoon overflow'd the Cup; and ſo large 
an Acceſſion came in to it from & one of the Sons of 
the Prophets, that it was neceſſary to get the Veſſel ex- 
tended to a much larger Size to contain it. And the 
moſt grateful — are due to our + late 
gracious Sovereign, who was pleas'd to enlarge this Cup, 
and, when he had ſo done, to contribute towards the fil- 
ling of it himſelf, with his own generous and princely 
Charity. W © 
ST the like grateful Acknowledgments. are alſo due 
to t her Majeſty; who, being the Nurſing- Mother of 
her People, has, by a princely Expreſſion of Goodneſs, 
ſhewn her Compaſſionate Regard to the Widows and 
Orphans of her poor Clergy. . 
The Time would fail me, to tell of Gideon, and Barak, 
and Sampſon,” and Jephtha, and David, and Samuel, and 
or The Tees Polen e 
+ King George I. enlarged the Licence of 86d d Eee Wins e fo | 


of 5000 I. per Ann. And moreoyer gave 300 J. to the | * 
ft Queen Caroline gave 500 l. td the Corporation. JH nol aA nf 
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the Prophets; f of thoſe Heroes in Charity, who, by 
their generous Contributions having enlarged this Fund, 
and given Bread to the Hungry, Drink to the Thirſty, 
Cloathing to the Naked, and Comfort to the Afflicted, 
deſerve to have their Names enroll'd in the Annals of 
the Church, as thoſe other Champions already are, 
who through Faith quench'd the Violence of Fire, ffop d 
the Mouths of Lions, and put to flight Armies of A 
hens. 

But notwithſtanding the many Additions that have 
been made to this Fund by Perſons of great Worth 
and Goodneſs, thoſe intereſted in it are ſo numerous, 
that much ſtill is wanting to make it ſufficient for 
rheir Relief. | 

I ſhall therefore beg Leave to preſs thoſe I ſpeak to, 


to aſſiſt in _— this Fund of Charity effectual to 


the Purpoſe inten from fach Motives and Conſi- 
derations, as reſult from, and are ſuited to, the ſeveral 
Titles and Characters of thoſe who compoſe this reli- 
gious and illuſtrious Aſſembly. | 


| 7 The feveril Biſhops and Clergymen under-written, gave each of them One 
* Thoufand Pounds, or — hag 
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1 us the firſt Regard... 
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And the firſt Motive I ſhall offer, to engage thoſe to 
whom I ſpeak, to aſſiſt in promoting this good Work, is 
thar of their common Chriſtianity. 

This is an Afſembly of Chriſtians ; we are all of us 
the Servants of Chriſt, and under the moſt indiſpenſa- 
ble Obligation of ſhewing Bowels and Mercies to ſuch as 
are diſtrels 'd, ir being the neceſſary Condition for ob- 
raining of that Mercy from God, which we all ſtand in 
need of. 

The Diſtreſs'd and Miſerable are thoſe for whom 
Chriſt is molt particularly concern d; he takes them in- 

to his immediate Care, and obliges himſelf, when he 
comes again, to repay thoſe very amply, who ſhall have 
done any good Offices to them. 

Thoſe chat ſtand in the greateſt Need, and are the 
molt diſtreſs d, _ deareſt " Chriſt ; and the leſſer 
the Hope and Proſpect is of finding any Recom | 
in chis World for che Mercy — to a poor Dikiple 
of Chriſt, the more certain is the Expectation of being 
recompens'd by him at the Reſurrection of the Juſt. 
The Miſerable ſtand in Chriſt's place; and the Mercy 
which is at any time ſhewn them, he eſteems as ſhewn- 
to himſelf; and that which is deay'd to them, he takes 


as deny d to himſelf. | 
It 3 the 1 of our bleſſed Saviour, 


any weight with us, 
we ſhall find ourſelves — * give our ready Ac 
ſiſtance to the Relief of theſe pose Widows: and Or- 


phans, e and der 
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A SERMON preached before 


= Another Motive I ſhall make uſe of, to engage all 
to whom I now ſpeak, to aſſiſt in promoting this 


Work of Charity, is taken from their common Deno- 


mination of Proteſtants. This is an Aſſembly of ſuch 
Chriſtians, as are reform'd from the Errors and Cor- 


ruptions of the Church of. Rome, one of which: is the 


Celibacy of the Clergy : So that thele Widows and Or- 


phans that ſue to you for Aid, are Poor brought in by 
the Reformation, and, in ſtrict Propriety of Speech, your 
own. Had Popery kept its Poſſeſſion in this Kingdom 
(which we have great Reaſon, both upon a Civil and 
Religious Account, to bleſs God it has not) you had 
not been troubled with the Cries of theſe Widows and 


their Children ; for the. Clergy having no Wives, there 
would have been no Widows to make Lamentation : 
But then that they do cry to you, and bemoan the mi- 


ſerable Condition of themſelves and their Children, is 
chiefly owing to that Sacrilegious Spoil, which Popery 
made of the Tythes and Revenues of the Parochial Cler- 
gy. The deplorable Poverty of our Clergy is the Curſe 
of Popery, which as it plunder d this Nation of its 


Wealth whilſt it fix d its Seat among us, fo ic entail'd Po- 
verty upon great Numbers of our Clergy, when it left 


us, opening the Way for ſo large an Alienation of the 
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may have Leave to ſay from the Proſpect that is before me) 
Ornament of it both, is the happy Conſequence of 
lormation; but the Poverty that cleaves to a great 
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Patrimony of the Church, as by the Artifice of Popery 


had been appropriated to their Religious Houſes, which 
were the Forts and Scrong-Holds of it. The Increaſe of 


che People of this Nation, which is the Strength and (I 
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Part of it, is an Effect of Popery, which it nearly con- 


cerns thoſe that glory in being Members of this Reform'd 
Church, to endeavour to remove. 

The third Motive I ſhall make uſe of, to engage thoſe 
that compoſe this religious and illuſtrious Aſſembly, to 
aſſiſt in promoting this Work of Charity, is taken 
from their common Stock from whence they are de- 
ſcended: Yow are all of you derived from the ſame 
Root, and of the ſame Lineage, the Offspring of a 
choſen. Generation, which God was pleas d to bring 
near to himſelf, and to take for his own. You have 
been: train d up fem. your Infancy in thoſe neceſſary 
Duties of Mercy and Charity; the conſtant Exhortations 
of your Fathers, and their own Practice have ſo ſtrong- 
ly inculcated them, that they have taken deep. Root in 
you, and are grown up with you. What Grace works 
in others, Nature has done in you; to do Good. and 
to Communicate, being as natural to you, as it is to 
Breathe: With great Confidence of Succeſs. therefore do 
theſe poor Widows and Orphans, who are of the ſame 
Houſhold, apply themſelves to you to whom. they are 
ſo nearly allied, and to whom, without. great Vio» 
lence done to your Conſtitutions, you. cannot deny 
that Mercy which they ſtand in great need of, and 
which your Hearts prompt you to beſtow upon them. 

A fourth Motive I ſhall make. uſe of, to engage ma- 
ny of thoſe to whom I now. ſpeak, to aſſiſt in pro- 


| moting this Work of Charity, 1s, taken from . Or- 4 0 


der of the Prieſthood by. which they are diſtinguiſh'd, # 


and which it is their Honour to ſerve God in. You 
me, my Brethren, the great Embaſſadors of Mercy, and 
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are continually preſſing the abſolute Neceſſity of Mens 
ſhewing Mercy to others, in order to their obtaining 
Mercy from God. You are to guide by your Coun- 
fel, and lead by your Example; you are the Salt of the 
World, which is to ſeaſon it and keep it Sweet; and all 
Graces and good Qualities, which you recommend and 
promote in others, are to dwell more richly in, and 
abound in you, as in a Fountain from "whence they are 
Moſt of the Contributions which have been made to 
this Fumd of Charity, have come from Perſons of your 
Rank and Character; from thoſe who open and teach 
the great Gofpel-Duty of Mercy to Mankind. Theſe 
oor Widows and -Orphans have the moſt promiſing 
Ender, and from them they have found the moſt 
vertan and welcome Relief: Tis therefore with great 
{Aſſurance of 'Snecefs, that I intreat you, my Brethren, 
to aſſiſt in enlarging this Fund of Charity, when ad- 
Jed to the ready Diſpoſition of your own Hearts, the 
very Buſineſs of your Calling, and the Example of 
your Brethren, urge and eompel you to it. 
And now that I have done ſpeaking to my Brethren, 
I may, I hope, be permitted te addreſs myſelf to thoſe 
of a Superior Character, to the Fathers of Chriſt's 
Church, and beſeech them to aſſiſt in promoting this 
Workof Charity: They are the Ovetſeers: of Chriſt's Flock, 
cqſzoſe to whom that great Shepherd has committed the 
© Carc'of his great Family; and who, in virtue of that 
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- Poor Widows were, in the firſt Ages -of the :Chuth, 
Part of the Biſhop's Family, and ſubfifted from his Ta. 
ble; they ſhared with thoſe who waited at the Alar, 
and had a Portion of the Weekly Collection with them. 
And ſurely the poor Widows of thaſe who labaured 
in the Word and Doctrine were, of all .athers, the theft 
entitled to the Biſhap's paternal Cate, and imoſt daſenv- 
ing his compaſſionate Regard. by £4 
Moſt of the great and magnificent Works of Piety 
and Charity within this Nation, have been «done by Ri- 
ſhops: The ſtately Churches and iPalaces, the moble (Col- 
leges, Schools, Hoſpitals, and ether great Wavks which 
are an Honour to our Country, were :credited tby Bifkraps, 
and iftand as Publick Monuments of that great and moble 
Fpirit they were animated with. JTheywere thonour'd in 
their Generations, and werethe Glory af:their Times: Anil 
tho' the Revenues of the Biſhops, as well as 1choſe of the 
inferior Clergy, have been much leſſened ſince the Refor- 
mation; yet the ſame Publick Spirit of Piety and Charity, 
which ſhew'd itſelf in the Biſhops before that Time, has 
been conſpicuous in them ſince; wha, tho not equal to 
them in their Abilities, have given Proof of the Forward- 
neſs of their Zeal to promote all ſuch Deſigns as were 
truly Pious and Charitable. 3 NE 
Among other Expreſſions of Goodneſs which they _ / 
have left behind them, they have erected Colleges for tat 
very Purpoſe I am mow . ſoli lng or the cumfort - 
of t that 


2 


able dupport of · the Widows of their poor Tlergy ; ,t ha 
the Spirit of Elijah reſts ſtill upon Elia, and with a like 4 


* There are three Colleges of this kind ; one at Bromley in the Dioceſe of Rebe, 5 
erected by Biſhop Warner ; another at Wincheſter, ere cted by Biſhop Morley ; and anon MY 
ther at Salisbury, erected by Biſhop Ward. _ 
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oor Widow ſued heretofore to that 
dad Prophet for Relief, do theſe Widows and Orphans 
luce to their Fathers in Chriſt, having that juſt Expectation 
EZ from their known Goodneſs, that they will aſſiſt to the 
=z railing of that Fund of. Charity that is contrived for them, 
and by their Influence and Example will help to make it ſo 
large, as may afford a comfortable Support to them and 
their Children. EY | ct 
And that the joint Endeavours of this great Aſſembly 
may be ſucceſsful to that good End they intend to promote, 
let the Prieſts, the Miniſters of the Lord, cry aloud to 
hin, and beg of him to look with Pity and Compaſſion 
on theſe poor Widows and Orphans, and fo to incline the 
Hearts of Men towards them, that by having a Compe- 
tency eee for them, the Tears may be wiped away 
from their Eyes, and their Hearts may leap for Joy. And 
to this Petition let all the People ſay, Amen. © 


X. . Pleaſe to alter the Head to the Margiazl Note, Pag. 14, tliue, | 
Wt The principul- BeaefaQrs to this Corporatign, among the Clergy, aue theſe 


